
STEPS IN THE HOME BUYING PROCESS 

As your agent, I will guide you through these steps and 

will be by your side throughout the entire transaction. 

I’m always available to answer your questions. 

Ryan Hicks  -  RE/MAX Signature 
Mobile: (832) 524-0398 
ryan@ryanhicks.com 

Ryan Hicks  -  There for Every Move You Make 



Initial Agent Consultation    

Either in-person or by phone.  My 

office is always open if you would 

like to sit down to map out your 

goals.  But much can be    

accomplished by phone as well. 

 

We will discuss: 

• Your overall goals and timeline for     

purchasing a home; 

• Your criteria for your ideal “dream 

home”, such as desired home  features, 

proximity to work or schools, or whatever is important to you; 

• Your schedule for viewing homes 

• Financing options  

• We may even look at a few homes        

together online 

Always available to answer any questions: 
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Consult with Loan Officer   
(If paying cash, skip to step 3.  Note that when paying cash, the seller will require proof of funds,  

typically in the form of a bank statement, prior to acceptance of your offer.) 

The seller of any home you submit an 

offer on will  require a letter from 

your lender showing proof that you 

are pre-approved for a loan.  Even if 

you’re not quite ready to nail down 

that perfect home, it’s best to at least consult with a 

lender about the various financing options, your        

estimated monthly payments and the maximum      

purchase price that you should target.  Interest rates 

and loan terms can vary from one consumer to          

another depending on credit, assets and cash on hand.   

Just Ask: 

I can provide you with the names of a few great lenders so you can 

do some shopping for comparison.   

Always available to answer any questions: 
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House Hunting with Ryan 

More thank likely, you have already done 

a little research on homes in your target    

area.  After our initial consultation, and 

once you’ve established a comfortable 

price ceiling, we will work closely together 

to find that perfect home.  I will do an in 

depth search for your dream home and will send you any listings that 

match your search. Once you see a few you like, we will schedule a 

showing together.  Meanwhile, if you intend on searching a little online 

on your own, be sure to use HAR.com instead sites like Zillow or Trulia, 

which tend to have delayed information.  HAR.com is our actual MLS 

system and is up-to-date by the minute, and provides the most  

complete and accurate information. 

 

Tip: Visit www.RyanHicks.com to fill out a Find My Dream Home form. 

 

One we have established a few of your  

favorites, we will hit the road to view them in person on a day and time 

that fits with your schedule. 

Always available to answer any questions: 
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Write the Offer 

The initial offer will be in writing and  

submitted using a residential contract.  We will 

carefully discuss the terms of the offer  

either in person or by phone.  Signatures can 

be conducted online using our eSignature 

platform.  NOTE: A pre-approval letter from your lender will be  

needed at this point to be submitted with the offer. 

 

 

 

Negotiations and Contract Acceptance 

Once negotiations have been complete, any 

changes to the contract will be made in writing.  

The final executed contract and earnest money 

of approximately 1% of the sales price will be 

sent to the title company.   An Option Fee of 

anywhere between $150 to $500 will be submitted to the seller for 

the right to terminate within the Option Period.  We will discuss this 

more in detail.   

Always available to answer any questions: 
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Inspections 
(During the Option Period) 

The types of inspections and fees for each can 

vary significantly.  I will help you determine the 

best type of inspection for your home and your 

needs.    

Inspections will occur within the Option  

Period.  Note that time is of the essence during the Option Period 

and strict compliance for performance will be critical.   

 

 

 

Repair Request 
(During the Option Period) 

We will put together a priority list of repairs  

according to the inspection report.  The seller 

may then choose to either repair the issues, 

provide an allowance in lieu of repairs, or  

reduce the price.  Each transaction is unique. 

Always available to answer any questions: 

Ryan Hicks—RE/MAX Signature  |  (832) 524-0398  |  ryan@ryanhicks.com 



Appraisal and Survey 
(Week 2 to 3) 

Your lender will send a licensed  

appraiser to assess the value of the  

property to ensure that you are not  

overpaying for the home.   

A surveying company will also complete a  

drawing of the property showing how 

your home sits on the land, noting any easements.  You will review 

a copy of this survey at closing, if not a few days before. 

 

 

 

Mortgage Loan Approval 
(3 to 5 days before closing) 

A solid lender will ensure that your closing 

will occur on time.  Be sure to get any  

documentation to your lender promptly 

during the loan process so it does not  

delay loan approval and closing. 

Always available to answer any questions: 
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Review of  Settlement Statement 
(within 1 week of closing) 

A few days prior to closing your lender will 

send closing instructions and loan  

documents to the title company.  The title  

company will then provide us with the  

settlement statement (or Closing Disclosure) 

outlining your closing fees.  We will review 

this together for accuracy and will get back to the title company or 

your lender with any corrections.  

 

 

 

Final Walk Through 
(Typically the day before closing) 

We will walk through your future home  

together to ensure that all repairs have 

been completed to your satisfaction and 

that the home is in the same condition as 

when you submitted your initial offer. 

Always available to answer any questions: 
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Closing 

Closing will take place at the title company 

where the closer will walk you through the 

closing documents.  You will have in hand 

your cashier’s check for your down payment 

and closing costs. Once all docs are signed, 

the closer will send to your lender for review. 

Closing typically takes anywhere from 1 to 2 hours, depending on 

your loan type and the extent of your lender’s documents.  I will be 

present with you at closing as well. 

 

 

Celebrate! 

Once your lender completes the final review 

of all signatures and the transaction is  

funded, you are finally a homeowner!   

CONGRATULATIONS!  You will then receive 

your keys and are free to move in and  

celebrate! 

Always available to answer any questions: 
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Always at Your Service 

I will continue to be available for you 

after closing and beyond for questions 

regarding your new home, to help you 

claim any qualifying tax exemptions, or 

to supply you with any needed  

contractors for any repairs or  

improvements around the house.   
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